Diagnostic morphological characteristics (Fig. S2 ) that helped identify specimens of Mobula japanica were: dark dorsal coloration, a white blotch on tip of dorsal fin, presence of a caudal spine, spiracle in an upper position relative to the origin of pectoral fins, space between eye and spiracle white, straight anterior edge of rostrum, and white coloration on the ventral side (see Notarbartolo-Di-Sciara 1987) .
irregular silvery band along the lower jaw with a darker rim on the edge; and upper and lower tooth bands 8.8 and 9.1% of W D . A light grey quadrangular area situated in the nuchal region between the bases of the pectoral fins was also noticed but was not conspicuous. A full list of morphologic measurements as well as their relative size in hundreds of W D is presented in Table S1 . 
